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This correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service with sufficient postage as 
first class mail in an envelope addressed to Assistant 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 



on 




April 8, 2004 

921142/96499 
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SUPPLEMEN TAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

This statement is filed in the application identified above pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56. 
The Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement transmitted herewith is believed to be filed 
before the mailing of a first'Office Action on the merits and before a Notice of Allowance issues 
under Section 1.311. No representation is intended that a complete search has been made of the 
prior art or that no better art references then listed below are available. A copy of each reference 
is provided for review by the Examiner. The filing of this Statement will not be construed to be 
an admission that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in § 1.56(b). 
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Atty Docket No. 921 142/96499 



Enclosed is a copy of United States Patent 5,663,228, a copy of International Patent 
Application WO 00/7886 Al and the Communication and European Search Report conducted 
with respect to the corresponding EPO application. These documents were received by 
applicant's counsel after August 20, 2004, and were not previously known to applicant. 

If a Notice of Allowance is mailed on or before the filing of this Statement, the applicant 
requests that the Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement be treated as a request for 
reconsideration under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d). 

The person making this Statement is the attorney who signs below on the basis of the 
information in the attorney's file and as provided by Applicant and his representatives. 

Applicant does not believe that a processing fee is due under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p), but if a 
fee is due, please charge any fee that might be due to our Deposit Account No. 12-0913. An 
extra copy of this Information Disclosure Statement is enclosed for that purpose. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BARNES & THORNBURG 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



♦Examiner 
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Document 
Number 



Date 
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Class 



Subclass 



Filing Date if 
Appropriate 



5,663,228 



09/02/1997 



Sasaki et al. 



524 



271 



OTHER REFERENCES (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



International Publication Number WO 00/78886 Al, 12/28/2000 



Examiner 



Date Considered 



♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. 

Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



BASED ON FORM PTO 1449 



CHDS0I TENGLtNG 235385vl 



